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Answer ALL questions 

SECTION A: SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY 

1. During your Social Psychology course, you carried out a survey into social attitudes. 

 

(a) Give an example of one question from your survey that gathered quantitative data. (1) 

 

 

 

 

 

(b) Give an example of one question from your survey that gathered qualitative data. (1) 

 

 

 

 

 

(c) If you were to carry out the survey again, explain one way it could it be improved. (2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total for Question 1 = 4 marks 

 

2. Milgram (1963) carried out a famous study into obedience. In 1975 he published the results 

of many variations on this basic study. 

 

(a) Describe one way in which the procedure of ONE of Milgram’s variations was the same 

as the original study. (2) 
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(b) Describe one way in which the variation you described in (a) differed from the original 

study. (2) 

 

 

 

 

 

(c) Outline one of the findings (results and/or conclusions) of this variation. (2) 

 

 

 

 

 

Total for Question 2 = 6 marks 

 

3. The classic study in Social Psychology is Sherif’s “Robbers Cave” study into intergroup 

conflict. 

 

(a) Describe one example of how the boys showed intergroup conflict in the study. (2) 

 

 

 

 

 

(b) Explain one way that Sherif reduced the level of conflict between the boys. (3) 
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(c) Explain how the results of this study can be applied to reducing prejudice in everyday 

life. (3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total for Question 3 = 8 marks 

TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 18 marks 
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SECTION B: COGNITIVE PSYCHOLOGY 

4. Describe the working memory model. (4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total for Question 4 = 4 marks 

 

5. Reuben carries out a memory test on his classmates. 20 of them learn a list of 20 words 

chosen at random from a dictionary. Reuben splits them into two groups of 10. One group 

recalls the words after a delay of 1 minute but the other group recalls the words after a 

delay of 1 hour. Here are Reuben’s results: 

 

Participant Recall after 1 minute Recall after 1 hour 

1 12 6 

2 10 6 

3 14 10 

4 8 8 

5 7 9 

6 10 11 

7 11 6 

8 10 7 

9 15 12 

10 10 13 

 

(a) Identify the mode for each condition. (2) 
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(b) State one other result you could gather from this table of data. (1) 

 

 

 

(c) Which statistical test should Reuben use to check if the differences between the two 

conditions are statistically significant? (1) 

 

 

 

(d) Explain why this statistical test would be the most appropriate one to use. (2) 

 

 

 

 

 

(e) Explain one problem with either the reliability or the validity of Reuben’s procedure. (2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total for Question 5 = 8 marks 
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6. H.M. was a famous patient who suffered an unusual sort of brain damage that made him 

forget new information within a minute of learning it. However, he still possessed some 

memories from before his brain damage and he could still learn new skills (like playing 

tennis). 

Using your knowledge of cognitive psychology, explain why H.M. was able to remember 

some things but unable to remember others. (4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total for Question 6 = 4 marks 

 

TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 16 marks 
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SECTION C: BIOLOGICAL PSYCHOLOGY 

7. The classic Biological study is Raine’s research into the brains of murderers using Positron 

Emission Tomography (PET). 

(a) Describe how PET works as a brain imaging technique. (3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(b) State TWO differences in brain activity that Raine observed between the NGRI group and 

the control group in Raine’s study. (2) 

 

 

 

 

 

(c) Outline the strengths of brain imaging technology in Raine’s study. (4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total for Question 7 = 9 marks 
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8. Jack and Sally are twins who share many things in common: they both play team sports and 

love the TV show Throne of Bones which has a lot of battles and characters getting killed. 

However, Jack is easy-going but Sally is always getting into trouble because of her hot 

temper. 

 

(a) Outline a biological explanation for the difference between Jack and Sally’s behaviour. 

(2) 

 

 

 

 

 

(b) How does Freud’s explanation for aggression differ from the biological explanation? (2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total for Question 8 = 4 marks 

 

9. Fatima is conducting research into how high people rate their own aggression and how 

much they like the violent TV show Throne of Bones. Both ratings are on a 1-10 scale and 

Fatima approaches 10 participants then carries out a correlation. 

 

Participant Self-rating of 

Aggression 

Liking for 

violent TV 

Sam 9 10 

Elliott 1 1 

Millie 5 5 

Yakub 8 8 

Daisy 5 8 

Nathan 8 2 

Poppy 5 1 

Rachel 7 8 

Usman 3 1 

Johannes 2 5 

 

  



15 

 

(a) Use the graph above to plot a scattergram based on Fatima’s results. (2) 

 

 

(b) Outline one conclusion from the scattergram. (1) 

 

 

 

 

Fatima carries out an inferential test to check her hypothesis that there will be a positive 

correlation between self-rating scores of aggression and liking scores for Throne of Bones. 

Her observed value is 0.33. 

(c) Using the correct table of critical values from the front of this exam booklet, state the 

significance of Fatima’s results in relation to her hypothesis. (2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total for Question 9 = 5 marks 

TOTAL FOR SECTION C = 18 marks 
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SECTION D: LEARNING THEORIES 

10. As part of your course, you have studied a Key Question in learning theory. 

 

Describe your Key Question and explain it using concepts, theories and/or research from the 

learning approach. (8) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total for Question 10 = 8 marks 
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11. As part of your course, you will have studied a contemporary research study from the 

learning approach. It will be a study from this list: 

• Becker et al. (2002) Eating behaviours among Fijian girls 

• Bastian et al. (2011) Cyber-dehumanisation 

• Capafons et al. (1998) Systematic desensitisation 

 

(a) Describe the aims and/or procedure in your contemporary study. (3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(b) Outline one strength of the way the study was carried out in terms of either reliability or 

validity. (2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total for Question 11 = 5 marks 

 

12. Some psychological research is conducted on non-human participants but this is 

controversial. 

 

(a) Outline one argument against conducting psychological research on non-human 

animals. (2) 

 

 

 

 

 



18 

 

(b) Describe three ethical guidelines covering the use of non-human animals in 

psychological research. (3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total for Question 12 = 5 marks 

 

TOTAL FOR SECTION D = 18 marks 
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SECTION E: ISSUES & DEBATES 

 

13. Evaluate the studies by Milgram (1963) and Watson & Rayner (1920) in terms of ethics. (8) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total for Question 13 = 8 marks 
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14. Evaluate the nature-nurture debate in psychology with reference to the biological approach 

and the learning approach. (12) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total for Question 14 = 12 marks 

TOTAL FOR SECTION E = 20 marks 

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 90 marks 
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Use this page for additional responses to questions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


